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A SHORT ACCOUNT, &c. 


Tur enemies of this unfortunate prince, 
thinking it neceſſary to make him odious, 
before they could venture, powerful as they 
were, to murder him, repreſented him to 
the people as a tyrant ; as one, whoſe con- 
ftant endeavour it had been, to obſtruct, retard, 
or deſtroy their liberty. If indeed this cha- 
racter had belonged to him, though his 
condemnation would ſtill have been unjuſt, 
by their own laws which they had ſworn 
to obſerve, there would be leſs reaſon to re- 
gret him; he might have fallen wrongfully, 
but not innocent. But if he was, in all 
things, the very reverſe of that deſcription; 
if he was of a mild and generous diſpoſition, 
ready at all times to make any facrifice, 

however 
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however great, for the good of his people; 
if he made ſuch ſacrifices willingly, when 
no men had the power. to force him; if he 
was, in all ſituations, anxious for their ſafe- 
ty, careleſs of his own, unwilling that a 
ſingle drop of blood ſhould be ſhed on his 
account, even in the moſt juſt defence; if 
this was his true character, and can be 
proved by all the actions of his reign, the 
hateful name of Tyrant muſt belong moſt 
properly to them who, in defiance of all 
Juſtice, dared to brand him with it. 7 

As we have heard, from the beginning of 
the troubles of his kingdom in 1489, that 
he gave way on almoſt every occaſion; and 
ſometimes to demands ſo very extravagant, 
that it might naturally be thought no king 
would ever have aſſented to them, it has 
been generally ſuppoſed, till lately, that he 
was weak and timid. In this reſpect, the 
dreadful cloſe of his mild reign and blame- 


leſs life has but too fully juſtiſied him. He 
has 
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has difplayed, at this period, a courage not 
to be ſhaken by the moſt tremendous fitu- 
ations, a preſence of mind not to be put 
off its guard by the moſt enſnaring queſtions. 
Knowing this, we now find it neceſſary 
to believe, that every ſacrifice he made of 
his own intereſts, rights, and happineſs, 
was made ſincerely, though not always pru- 
dently, with the hope of giving min 
to all his people. 

To give a general view of the character 
of this worthy monarch, this good-hearted 
conſcientious man, we may uſe the words 
of thoſe who knew him beſt. M. Necker, 
for ſeven years his miniſter, and part of the 
time forced upon him, in a way which 
could produce no great affection between 
them, thus writes of him: “ I doubt whe- 
ther among the public men, alas ! now left 
alive, there is one who had more means 
of knowing him than myſelf; not only be- 
cainle F ſerved him ſeven years, but alfo, 
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becanſe the nature of my miniſtry obliged 
me to ſubmit to him the greateſt number of 
affairs: and 1 here declare, to the face of 
his enemies, and in all the fincerity of my 
heart, that I have never obſerved, that I bave 
neveriſeen, even by ſurpriſe, in this monarch 
treated with ſuch cruelty, a ſingle voluntary 
movement, a ſingle ſentiment derived from bis 
ten ſoul, and properly his own, which was not 
exactly conformable to the laws of morality and 
bonaur; and which did not diſplay to an atten- 
tive obſerver bis deſire of doing gaod, bis cm- 
| paſſion for the people, the natural fweetneſs and 
moderation of his temper. Let the teſtunony 
of a man be believed, who though long 
about the King, is now connected with hun 
neither by gratitude nor hope. I never 
ſuffered him to gratify himſelf by beſtow- 
ing on me a favour, and I am now. retired 
for ever from the world.” —Reflefions pre- 
ſentees'& la Nation Francaiſe, p. 1 7. 
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| But the evidence of a violent Bevolu- 
tioniſt, and determined enemy to the royal 
power, may alſo. be produced in favour of 
Louis XVI. The teſtimony of one who, as 
he hated the authority, would probably - 
have hated alſo the perſon of the King; 
could he have diſcovered in his character 
any thing to juſtify ſuch an enmity. This 
is M. Rabaud de St. Etienne, author of a 
Republican Hiſtory of the Revolution of 
In ͤ8June 1789, when the Duke de Liancourt 
went in private to the King, to perſuade 
him to diſmiſs the troops which then ſur- 
rounded Paris, he ſucceeded, by repreſent- 
ing to him the miſery and ſlaughter likely 
to be produced by violent meaſures. On 
this occaſion, M. Rabaud thus expreſſes 
himſelf in his hiſtory: „“ All that Louis 
requires is to have counſellors Who are 
worthy of his heart, that heart naturally 
inclined to benevolence.” In another paſſage 
he 
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hedeſcribes him in theſe words: -A Prince, 
whoſe. manners were naturally ſimple and 
correct, who took no delight in pomp, 
whoſe wants were limited, and who had no 
other wiſh than to ſee his people happy.” After 
deſcribing the King's flight, his being taken 
at Varennes, and brought back a priſoner 
to Paris, the ſame hiſtorian thus ſpeaks of 
him. The King declared, among other 
things, that his intention had been to go to 
Montmedy (a French town on the frontier), 
in order to prove to all the world that he 
was tree; to ſecure the kingdom from 
foreign invaſion, by a vigilant attention to 
the frontiers, and to viſit every place where 
he might conſider his preſence to be ne- 
ceſlary.” © Several,” he adds, were con- 
vinced of the ſincerity of the King, 0 whom 
no ſcheme hath ever been | propoſed, which was 
not calculated to intereſt bis heart. His ad- 
viters would not have preſumed to own to bim, 
that he tas going ta make war upon his people.” 

Many 
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Many more teſtimonies from very com- 

petent and reſpectable witneſſes, ſuch as 
N. Lally Tollendal, &c. might eaſily be 
collected; but this extorted by the mere 
force of truth from an enemy to Royalty, 
muſt be more convincing than a thouſand 
others, which might perhaps be e 
of partiality. 

But of all proofs, thoſe 10 Grom fas 
are moſt deciſive. A ſhort ſketch, there- 
fore, of ſuch actions of the reign of 
Louis XVI. as mark beyond a doubt his 
genuine diſpoſition and character, will 
refute, and put to everlaſting ſhame, the 
malice of thoſe enemies who have deſcribed 
him by the name of Tyrant. A tyrant 
whoſe whole reign conſiſted of endeavours 
to. relieve the ſufferings of his people, and 
of ſacrifices to comply with their deſires! 

Louis XVI. ſucceeded to the crown of his 
| grandfather Louis XV. in 1774, at the age 
of twenty. His firſt feelings and conduct, 


on 
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on coming to the throne, proved the inte- 
grity and candour of his mind. Inſtead of 
being intoxicated, as youth might naturally 
be, with ſuch an elevation, he was only 
ſtruck with dread and diffidence at the 
weight of dutics belonging to his crown. 
In the firſt edi&t of his reign this feel- 
ing was thus expreſled: * Seated. on the 
throne, to which it kas pleaſed God to raiſe 
me, I truſt his goodneſs will {ſupport my 
youth, and guide me to the means by which 
I may make.my people happy.” In the ſame 
edict he declared, what, to the laſt moment 
of his life, his actions proved, “ that for the 
ſake of his people, no ſacrifice would ever; feem 
to him too great.” Edict, June 1774. ] 

His father, the Dauphin, who died in 
1763, has long been juſtly celebrated, as a 
man of ſingular virtue and religious good- 
neſs. While he lived he attended moſt 
ſtrictly to the education of his children, and 
to the care of filling them with pious and 
bene- 
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benevolent diſpoſitions. Louis XVI. though 
he had fo early loſt this excellent father, loſt 
not the reſpect due to his great goodnels ; 
and one of the firſt miniſters appointed by 
him was M. du Muy, whom his father had 
ſtrongly recommended. The others were 
ſuch as only a virtuous Prince would chooſe, 
men known to the public for their talents, 
or particularly diſtinguiſhed by popular 
favour. Of theſe, M, Turgot, whom he 
long honoured with the name of Friend, was 
in his heart a democrat ; | M. de Miroſmenil 
was then actually in baniſhment for opfo- 
fol to the court. | 


His reign was a nigh 1 by = 


acts of juſtice and utility. The purpoſe of 
an edict in November of the fame year 1774, 
Was to lower the price of corn, by making 
the circulation of it within the kingdom 
more eaſy. His next ſtep was to recal the 


Parlemens, or chief courts of juſtice through- 
out the kingdom, which Louis XV. had 
. C lately 
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lately bamiſhed for oppoſition to his mea- 
ſures ; but Louis XVI. haſtened to ſhow 
that he preferred juſtice to power: On the 
gd of January 1773 he aboliſhed the oppreſ- 
ſive mode of collecting taxes, by conſoli- 
dating a certain ſum upon a certain diſtrict, 
by which the honeſt and induſtrious had been 
forced to pay for the idle and diſhoneſt. 
About the ſame time ſome wicked people, 
who found their private intereſt hurt by 
his regulations concerning corn, contrived, 
by various arts, to ſtir up inſurrections. 
Here the goodneſs of the King was firik- 
ingly diſplayed. His proclamations were full 
of affection and mercy ; and when he ſent 
M. Turgot to Paris, to quell the tumult 
there, his words were ſuch as were much 
celebrated then, and deferve for ever to be 
remembered: Go, my friend,” faid he, 
* whoever has a conſcience as clear as yours 
and mine, can have no fear of men.” 


The 
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The formidable power of iſſuing the 
tettres de catchet he entruſted to the moſt 
upright magiſtrate - that could be found, 
and one molt famous for perſevering op- 
poſition to oppreſſive meaſures, M. de Ma- 
leſherbes. At the ſame time he cauſed an 
entire reform to be made in the ſtate- 
priſons, and ſet at liberty all perſons unjuſtly 
confined ; and ſo little was he inclined to 
any harſhneſs of that kind, that many years 
after, when the Baſtile was deſtroyed,” there 
were found in it only ſix priſoners. Louis 
_ endeavoured next to aboliſh the {laviſh right. 
of perſonal ſervice, exacted by the pro- 
prietors of land from their tenants, under 
the old laws. But here his benevolent 
deſigns were defeated, by the very parlemens 
he had ſo lately recalled from baniſhment. 
On the failure of this meaſure, his miniſter, 
Turgot, was obliged to reſign; and M. de 
Maleſherbes requeſted. his diſmiſſion alſo: 
but the King very ſtrongly reſiſted the de- 
| Ts F 
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parture of this worthy man. When he 
ſtill perſiſted in deſiring it, and alledged as 
his reaſon, that he found it impoſſible to 
do good; — Well, Sir,” replied the King, 
% muſt I then alſo reſign my place?” evi- 
dently meaning, that as he could not give 
up his throne on account of ſuch diſappoint- 
ments, it was the duty of an honeſt man to 
ſhare them with him, and to bear his part 
in thoſe mortifications and difficulties which 
it was impoſſible for his Sovereign to avoid. 
Though baffled in this firſt attempt to give 
freedom to the peaſants of his kingdom, 
Louis did not ceaſe to purſue an obje& ſo 
deſirable to a feeling mind. In 1779 he 
aboliſhed ſervitude in all the royal do- 
mains; and though he had found it imprac- 
ticable to force them to it, he invited all 
proprietors of land to follow his example. 
About the ſame time he began to eſtabliſh 
11 munten aſſemblies throughout France, for 


the regulation of taxes, and other matters, 
which, 
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which, till then, had been managed, arbi- 
trarily and opprellively, by the officers of an 
abſolute crown. By the aid of theſe aſſem= 
blies he gradually obtained his great object, 
the abolition of perſonal gry” and other 
oppreſlive cuſtoms. 

In 1780 he put an end for ever to the in- 
human practice, ſo long a diſgrace to the 
French law, called the Preparatory Queſtion: 
by which was meant the torturing of per- 
{ons accuſed, before trial, to make them 
_ confeſs the crimes laid to their charge. In 
this horrid cuſtom the innocent had been of 
| courſe confounded with the guilty. One 
ſuch act of juſtice and humanity, in his 
reign of an ablolute monarch, might ſurely 
haye excuſed much greater faults than 
Louis ever had. Z 


An arbitrary and opprellive' tax, a 


1 the Taille, was by him lightened, and con- 
| fined to, a fixed regulation. The eſtabliſh- 
ments of the Royal Hoſpitals w were * him 


made 
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made effectual for the relief of the poor: 
and new inſtitutions of that kind were 
founded ; as were alſo free-ſchools of va- 
rious kinds for inſtruction in matters molt 
important to the public welfare. In a word, 
wherever we turn our eyes throughout 
France or her colonies, during the reign of 
this good King, we find his benevolent _ 
heart exerting itſelf to deſtroy abuſes, put 

an end to oppreſſion, and eſtabliſh uſeful 
regulations. | 

In 1787, the calling together of the 
Notables, or eminent men of the country, 
to deliberate on the ſtate of the nation, was 
the act of his wiſh, in imitation of the 
patriotic King Henry IV. From this act 
he conceived ſuch hopes, unfortunately falſe | 
ones, of public advantage, that on the day 
after he had iſſued his edict for that pur- 
poſe; he wrote to his miniſter theſe words, 


with his own hand: T know not how _ 


a mY have ne. the night, but for my 
8 
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part, 1 bite not once been able to ** my 
eyes for joy.“ 


* 


Finally, *s on of aſſembling * 


States General, which unhappily brought 


on his ruin, was at firſt his own free act, 


for the ſake of giving relief and ſatisfaction . 


to his people“. Throughout the tumults 
that enſued, it is well known with what an 


air of entire ſincerity and truth, he con- 


ſtantly, in private and in public, declared = 


himſelf ready to make any ſacrifice for his 


people's happineſs ; how he refuſed to fly. 
at times of greateſt danger, when all who 


ſhould have guarded him had fled, leſt he 


ſhould occaſion the beginning of a civil. 
war ; and laſtly, when he was at length IH 
PER to fly, for the reaſons mentioned. 


D Ar the meeting of the States, ſome of his expreſſions well * 
repreſented the feelings of his heart, * Come,” ſaid he to bis | 


people, © partake of my power, and give me more of your love.” 


In another part of his ſpeech he ſaid, I am the be frithil FOE 


my people; on which the audience ſhouted, ** We believe it, _ 
and return your friendſhip.” Alas, how dreadful he return. © - 


they were ere long to make! 


above, 
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above, how he abſolutely refuſed to be de- 
fended by the loſs of any lives. In Auguſt 
1789, he was ſolemnly proclaimed, 'Reſtorer 
of the: Liberty of France ; a title which might 
have proved as glorious to the nation as to 
him, had his people been as ſincere in their 
deſire of true liberty, as he was in his wi 
to ſee them free and happy- 
This man, to whom the whole French 
nation was thus bound by innumerable ties 
of gratitude, who tried all means to make 
his people good, and great, and happy, 
this was he whom, after enſnaring him 
with a promiſe and a ſolemn oath; that 
his perſon ſhould be inviolable and facred, 
which when claimed for him they laughed 
at, they: dared to brand with the name of 
rant, and without being able to prove 
a ſingle crime againſt him, to murder on a 
5 ait, the ame men Lein his aecuſers, 
and executioners. 
o Anil; o 2299 onna 
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_ Gracious, heaven! to what extravagance 
of wickedneſs will the paſſions of men hurry 
them, when not reſtrained by moral virtue 
or religion! Theſe dreadful ſcenes of injuſ- 
tice and cruelty are a diſgrace to human-na- 
ture, and ſhould be taken as a warning by 
all men, as long as the world may laſt, to 
beware for their own ſakes, for the ſake of 
humanity, how, under the name of being 
made free, they conſent to be made licen- 
tious. In theſe kingdoms. particularly, 
where we are already truly free; where we 
have long felt, and known, and juſtly boaſt- 
ed that we are ſo, where, by being ſo, we 
have long been rendered proſperous and 
happy; it is a proof of the moſt profligate 
depravity to indulge or excite. diſcontent, 
under the pretence of a want of liberty: 
or to teach and encourage opinions which 
lead directly and unavoidably to ſuch hor- 
rors, as a man of any goodneſs or any feel» 
ing cannot bear to think of. 1 
5 61220 As 
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As the will of this much-injured King 
contains the ſtrongeſt picture of the purity 
of his ſoul, who in the ſolitude of his 
gloomy priſon could deſcend into his own 
heart, and, examining his conſcience, with 
calm reſignation, in the preſence of his God | 
alone, declare that knowingly he never 

had offended any man,” it is here ſubjoined. 

It ſeems ſtrange that his tyranmical perſe- 

cutors mould have fitffered the publication 
of {i affecting a teſtimony ar h him: hank its 


abe is certain.” ot Won 
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IN G How name * the * Holy Tiba. 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, This 23ſt 
day of December, 1792, I Louis, Sixteenth 

of the name, King of France, having been 
now for upwards of four months. confined 
with my family in the Tower of the Temple 
at Paris, by thoſe who had been my ſubjects; 
deprived of every communication whatever, 
even (ſince the 11th of this month) with 
my own family ; and beſides, being involved 
in a criminal proſecution, of which it is im- 
poſſible, conſidering the paſfions of men, to 
foreſee the event, and for which no exiſting 
law can furniſh any pretext or precedent ; 
in no witneſs to my thoughts, no one 
'T HP D 2 to 
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to whom, I may addreſs. myſelf but God 
: alone ; here | in his preſence, do declare my 
laſt will, my laſt ſentiments. 

'To God, my creator, I leave my ſoul, 
which I pray him to receive into his mercy, 
and not to judge by its own merits, but by 
thoſe of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who offered 
himſelf a a ſacrifice to God his father for us 
men, how unworthy ſocyer ; and for me, 
the moſt unworthy. I die in union with 
our mother, the holy Roman, Catholic, and 
Apoſtolic Church, whoſe powers are de- 
rived'i; in an uninterrupted ſucceſſion from St. 
Peter, to whom Jeſus. Chriſt had confided 
them. oo firmly believe, and profeſs all 
that i is contained i in the commandments of _. 
God and the church ; ; in the ſacraments i: 
myſteries, as they are now taught, and ever 
have been tau ght by her: 1 never ene 
tended 10 confiitute 1 myſelf a judge, in the 
different 0 15 of r nes the doctrines 
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have ever pd aa 5 mall grant 
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me life,” will ever ſubmit to the decitions 


1 re 


which the eccleſiaſtical ſu periors, in unjon 
with the holy Catholic church, have pro- 
nonneed, or ſhall pronounce, in conformity 
with the diſcipline of the church, followed 
from the days of Jeſus Chriſt. From my 
whole heart I lament thoſe of our brethren. 
who may be in error; but I preſume not wo. 
judge them; nor do I the leſs, according t to 
the dictates of Chriſtian charity, love them, | 
all in Jeſus Chriſt. I beſeech of God to par- 
don all my ſins. I have fcrupulouſly en- 
deavoured to know them, to deteſt them, f 
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and to humble myſelf i in his preſence. Not, 
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being able to obtain the aſſiſtance of, a Ca- 
tholic prieſt, I pray God to accept the con- : 
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feſſion which have made of them t to him; ; : 
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and above all, my deep N TN for 3 
having (though againſt | my will) fi ubſcri- 1 
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bed my name to acts, which 1 may ce 


1 (13ULS 


EN to * difci pline and faith of the Ca- 
tholig 
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thalic church, to which, in my heart, I have 
ever remained ſincerely united. I pray God 
to accept my firm reſolution, ſhould he 
grant me life, to profit as ſoon as poſſible of 
the miniſtry of a Catholic prieft, to accuſe 
myſelf of all my ſins, and receive the ſacra- 
ment of penance: I intreat all thoſe whom 
1 may by inadvertence have offended, for 
I cant recolleft that knowingly I ever have 
ended any one, and all thoſe to whom I 
| may have given bad examples, or offence of 
: conſcience, to pardon me the evil which _ 
: chink I may have done tlie. 
1 beſeecli all thoſe who have charity, to 
unite their prayers with mine, to obtain from 


. God the pardon of my fitig.'-* 0 1918 
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From my whole heart [ forgive thoſe who, 
without any e ' cauſe | given them by me, have 
| made themſelves my enemies ; and I pray to 


2 725 1 
F God to pardon them, as Well as thoſe,” who 
through falſe or " misFuided' zeal hive done 


« me 2 inj ury. 
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I recommend. to God, my. wife, my chil- 
dren, my ſiſter, my aunts, my brothers, 
and all thoſe who are connected with me by 
the ties of blood, or in any other manner 
whatſoever, 

511 particularly implore the Almighty to 
ns with an eye of mercy on my wife, my 
children, and my ſiſter, who for a long 
time have been ſuffering with me; and If 
they ſhould loſe me, to ſupport them by 
his grace, as long as they remain in this 
perishable world. I recommend my chil- 
dren to my wife. of her maternal ten- 
derneſs for them 1 have never doubted. 
Above all, I recommend to her to make 
them good Chriſtians, and truly virtuous: 
to teach them to regard the grandeurs of 
this world (ſhould they, be condemned to 
try them) as dan gerous and tranſit tory ad- 
vantages, and to fix their eyes on the onl y 
true and laſting, glories of eternity. I 


"ror my ſiſter to be pleaſed to continue 
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her tenderneſs to my children, and to be to 
them a mother, ſhould they have the mis- 
fortune to loſe their Wu. %y EM 
I intreat my wife to forgive me. all the 
evils which ſhe ſuffers on my account, and 
the vexations I may have given her in the 
courſe of our union; as ſhe may be aſſured 
that I remember nothing againſt her, if ſhe 
ſhould have | imagined that there is any 
thing with which she nents reproach her- 
ſelf. TY TE wry 
I very earneſtly recommend to my chil- 
dren, next to their duty to God, which they 
ought to prefer to every thing, to remain 
always united to each other, ſubmiſſive, and 
obedient to their mother, and grateful for 
all the cares ſhe beſtows on them for their 
own ſakes, and in remembrance of me. 
I intreat them to conſider my ſiſter as a 
ſecond mother. I recommend to my ſon, if 
he ſhould have the misfortune. to become 
king, to remember, that he owes himſelf en- 
tirely 
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tirely to the happineſs of his fellow- citizens; - 
that he oupht to forget all hatred; and all 
reſetitmetit,” and eſpecially whatever relates 
to the misfortunes and miſeries Which Lex- 
perience; that he cannot effect the Happineſs 
of the people, but by reigning according to 
the laws; but, at the ſame time, that a king 
cannot make the laws reſpected, and do tlie 

good which his heart wiſhes, but in propor- 
tion as he has the neceſſary authority ö and 
that without this, bei ng fettered in his ope-* 
rations, and inſpiring no reſpect, he is more 
injurious than uſeful; I recommend to my 
ſon to take care of all the perſons WO have 
been attached to me, as far as his ſituation 
ſhaltgive him the means; to remember that 
this'is a ſacred debt which I have contracted 
towards the children or relations of thoſe who = 
have periſhed for me; and next, towards thoſe” 
who have fallen ito miſery on my account. 


1 know that there are many of thefe he 


were about * Perlon, who Have not von- 
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ducted themſelves towards me as they 
ought, and who have even ſhewn me ingra- 
titude; but I forgive them; often, in mo- 
ments of trouble and turbulence, a man is 
not maſter of himſelf; and I intreat my ſon, 
if he ſhould have the power to puniſh, to 
remember only their misfortunes. I could 
wiſh to be able to teſtify my gratitude to 
thoſe who have diſplayed a true and diſ- 
intereſted attachment to me. If, on the one 
hand, I was ſenſibly affected by the in- 
gratitude and diſloyalty of perſons to whom 
I had never acted but with kindneſs, as 
well to themſelves, as to their relations or 
friends; on the other, I have had the conſo- 
lation of ſeeing the voluntary attachment and 
intereſt which many perſons have ſhewn to 
me. I intreat them to accept of my thanks: 
in the ſituation in which things ſtill are, I 
ſhould be afraid of bringing them intodanger 
were I to ſpeak more explicitly; but I re- 


commend particularly to my ſon to ſeek. 
Ek every 
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every opportunity of being able to diſcover | 
them. res 
I ſhould, however, conceive that I did in- 
juſtice to the ſentiments of the nation, if I 
did not openly recommend to my ſon Meſſrs. 
de Chamilly and Hu ; who were induced by 
their fincere attachment to ſhut themſelves 
up with me in this mournful abode, at the 
riſk of becoming the unhappy victims of 
that attachment. I alfo recommend to him 
Cleri, with whoſe attention I have had every 
reaſon to be ſatisfied ſince he has been with 
me. As it is he, who has remained with me 
to the laſt, I requeſt Meſſrs. of the Common 
Council to deliver him my clothes, my 
books, my watch, my purſe, and the other 
little effects which have been depoſited at 
the Common Council Chamber. | 
I alſo moſt willingly forgive thoſe who 
guarded me, for the ill- treatment and harſh- 
neſs which they thought it their duty to 
uſe towards me. I have found ſome feeling 
1 and 
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and compaſſionate ſouls; may they enjoy the 
heart-felt tranquillity which their mode of 
thinking ought to give them. 

I intreat Meſſrs. de Maleſherbes, Tron- 
and Deſeze, to receive here my utmoſt 
thanks, and the aſſurance of my ſenſibility, 
for all the care, and all the pains, which 
they took for me. 

I conclude by declaring, before God, and 
ready to appear in his preſence, that I do 
not reproach myſelf with any of the crimes 
which are alledged againſt me. 

Done in duplicate, at the Tower of the 
Temple, December 23, 1792. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 
{A true copy.) 
BAUDRAAS, Municipal Officer. 
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